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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

receiving , via one of a plurality of different types of input/output (I/O) 
communication modules of [[ at]] an appliance communications manager that stands 
apart from a number of source and destination appliances, a connection request from 
a first source appliance; 

receiving at the appliance communications manag e r manaaer. destination 
appliance communication information for a first destination appliance; 

receiving at the appliance communications manag e r manaqen a 
communication message from the first source appliance; 

storing the communication message in a data memory of the appliance 
communications manager; 

establishing, via one of the plurality of different types of I/O communication 
modules of the appliance communications manager, a communication link with the 
first destination appliance; and 

transferring the stored communication message to th e first destination 
appliance via the communication link. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

receiving a communication message comprises receiving a communication 

message via a first communication technolog y and a first one of said I/O 

communication modules : and 

establishing a communication link comprises establishing a communication 

link havm§yia a second communication technolog y and a second one of said I/O 
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communication modules , the second communication technolog y being different than 
the first communication technology. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein establishing athe 
communication link comprises establishing, via the appliance communications 
manager, rfall an infrared communication link using one of said I/O communication 
module s one of an infrar e d input/output (I/O) driv e r and a Bhorfr wnvn mri i n mnHMl o 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein establishing the 
communication link comprises establishing, via the appliance communications 
manager, th ean analog cellular communication link using one of said I/O 
communication modules an analog collu l ar I /O modulo 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein establishing the 
communication link comprises establishing, via the appliance communications 
manager, th ea digital cellular communication link using one of said I/O 

communication module s ono of a dig i to l COl l ulnr I /O mnrinln nnri an i ntnrnnt i/n Hriunr 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein th e first source 
appliance comprises one of a printer, a scanner, a facsimile machine, an overhead 
projector, an appliance storage device, and an appliance whiteboard. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): An apparatus comprising: 

a fifs tpluralitv of input/output (I/O) communication modol emodules of different 
types to receive [[a]]]) connection r e gu e s t reguests from a pluralitv of source 
appliances . iiLdestination appliance communication information for a pluralitv of 
destination applianco a ppliances . and [[a]]]]!} communication m e ssag e . messages from 
rral lsaid source app l ianco a ppliances : 

data memory to store the communication messago messaaes received from 
the source a ppl i anc e appliances : and 
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a processor to access the data memorv-aFi€l4Q, to establish [[a 
^communication HfikMnks with the-destination a pp li ance appliances that are subjects 
of said received connection reouests. and rriH 

a s e cond I/O commun i cat i on modu le to transfer the stored communication 
m e ssaq e messaqes to the destination a ppl i anc e appliances via the communication 
ttRklinks. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 7, wherein-the firs t and second 
I/O communication modu l e compr i soo o modules. respectively interfacino with source 
and destination appliances that are parties to a communication, implement different 
communication t e ohnology than the second I /O commun i cat i on modu l o technoloqies . 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 7, wherein one of the first I/O 
communication modu l e compris e s ono o f modules provides an infrared I/O driver-and 
a short wav e rad i o I /O module . 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 7, wherein one of the first I/O 
communication mod^ temodules comprises an analog cellular I/O module. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 7, wherein one of the-fifst I/O 
communication modul emodules comprises one of a digital cellular I/O module and an 
int e rn e t I/O dr i v e r . 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A system comprising: 

a source appliance to transmit a connection request, destination appliance 
communication information for a destination appliance, and a communication 
message, to an appliance communications manage r that stands apart from said 
source and destination appliances : 

the appliance communications manager including i) a pluralitv of different 
types of Input/output (I/O) communication modules from which one or more I/O 
communication modules for communicating with said source and destination 
appliances are selected, and ii) a data memory to store the communication message 
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received from the source appliance, the appliance communications manager to 
transfer the stored communication message to the destination appliance; and 

the destination appliance to receive the communication message from the 
appliance communications manager. 

Claim 13 (previously presented): The system of claim 12, wherein the source 
appliance comprises one of a printer, a scanner, a facsimile machine, an overhead 
projector, an appliance storage device, and an appliance whiteboard. 

Claim 14 (new): The method of claim 1 , wherein establishing the communication link 
comprises establishing, via the appliance communications manager, a short-wave 
radio communication link using one of said I/O communication modules. 

Claim 15 (new): The method of claim 1, wherein establishing the communication link 
comprises establishing, via the appliance communications manager, an internet 
communication link using one of said I/O communication modules. 

Claim 16 (new): The apparatus of claim 7, wherein one of the I/O communication 
modules provides a short-wave radio I/O module. 

Claim 17 (new): The apparatus of claim 7, wherein one of the I/O communication 
modules comprises an internet I/O driver. 
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